Purification of a proteinase inhibitor from the plasma of Bothrops jararaca (jararaca).
A proteinase inhibitor was isolated from the plasma of Bothrops jararaca by three chromatographic steps: DEAE Sephacel, Phenyl Sepharose and Bio Gel P200. It inhibited caseinolytic and hemorrhagic activity of the whole venom of B. jararaca. Proteolytic activity of bothropasin and J protease, both metalloproteinases of the venom, were neutralized by the inhibitor. The J protease-inhibitor complex was isolated by gel filtration chromatography in HPLC and the electrophoresis pattern of this complex showed that the interaction between enzyme and inhibitor is not covalent.